Christmas in Heaven
Title rolls as if brought in on clouds large cumulus floating over an ocean blue sky .
Letters materialize as if they were part of the cloud.
From the clouds behind the title a huge structure emerges.

It is multilayered and somewhat translucent. It glows pleasantly without harsh bright tones.

As the camera pushes in the music which is layers of Enya style deep choral and orchestral music resonates louder and louder.

The camera follows a group of angel flying in through the city gates.

The camera follows the angels over rooftops in nearly every architectural style.

Long rows of Italian cypress trees. Forests of Redwood trees, Oak trees, pine trees, and line of Palm trees decorate the streets in front of the different homes. All the paying stones gleam in golden hues.

Everywhere people run about walking in single file in group of two three and four.

Children playing with animals, teenagers running and jumping .Some on bikes some on skateboard doing nearly impossible tricks

In the rivers and ponds winged vessels pull lines of barefoot water skiers performing envious tricks.

As the camera  pans in it comes to a group of donkey frolicking under the trees.
EXTERIOR DAY FIELD






DONKEY OLLIE




Come on play fair. If your tail is tagged. You‘re it.






DONKEY ESAU




I couldn’t even feel my tail being touched.






DONKEY ISA




I did too touch your tail






DONKEY ALANA




Now boys. This is supposed to be for fun. You know




There’s no supposed to be any arguing in heaven. And heaven




I hope you know you’re supposed to tell the truth.






ESAU




I am I didn’t feel Isa touch my tail. I’m much quicker than him




It would be impossible for him to even touch my tail.






OLLIE

OK then lets settle this with a race. If you beat him Esau then we will take your word. He didn’t touch your tail. If ISA wins you’re it. And you are going to have to be the one giving all the kids donkey rides.






ISA




I’ll race him. I’ll beat him too.






JEREMY




Where are they going to race too?





BENJI

What about to the end of the field by the fountain. Around the fountain and back.



ESAU

That’s not a race it’s more of a marathon.



ISA

You want to call it off. Good then you’re it.



ESAU

No I’ll do it.

OLLIE STEPS OVER TO THE SIDE



OLLIE

All right then, Runners take you mark, ready set go.

ISA and ESAU gallop across the smooth grass toward the fountain Overhead a large raven swoops down and flies alongside them





RUPERT

Hey, fellows what’s the big rush. You too look like you are really in a hurry. Is it dinner time already.






ESAU

(Distracted looks over) Not now Rupert. Can’t you see we are racing?





RUPERT

Yea I can see you are running but you sure aren’t going very fast. If I was bigger I’d offer you both a lift. (Flies off) Good luck to both of you..

The camera pans overhead and they both make it to the large fountain spouting out water. They slowly wind their way around it with Esau slightly in the lead. They are both getting a bit out of breath.

Back at the finish line everyone is waiting patiently when Rupert Land next to Ollie






RUPERT



Hi Ollie. If you are waiting for them to end the race you might be waiting a while they sure are slow.






OLLIE



I know Rupert. What’s new? What’s that tied in the sachel on your foot?





JEREMY



Hi  Rupert. Look here they come. It looks like Esau is faster

Both of the donkey head down the last hill and pick up speed. Esau bounds into the air and hits the ground hard rolling to a stop  right before the finish line. His nose is just inches away.  ISA jumps over him and finishes the race.
Everyone around yells boisterously and ISA stands up and takes a bow.






ISA



Thank you everyone.( He goes over and nudges ESAU up) Sorry Esau better luck next time

OLLIE walks in front of the group.






OLLIE



Everyone. Everyone gather around. Rupert has got an important announcement.

A small herd of elephants lead by MUMUMU and Hannibal walk over.






HANNIBAL



What’s up Ollie?






OLLIE



Rupert’s got something important to tell us. But we need to wait until everyone gets here.

IN THE DISTANCE.

Theopolis bounds over followed by a small flock of sheep. He is acting like a sheep dog hearding them along.

They are singing a little sheep song.

Merrily Merrily Merrily we run

Merrily Merrily, We’re having so much fun

Merrrily Merrily Merrily we fly

Merrily Merrily we sour into the sky.

They all fly up and over the tree and land right in the midst of the meeting. Theopolis is there waiting for them

On the small crystal river, Apollo, Dahlia and the Dolphin Teacher all come up the river on their tails. They are performing acrobats in circular motion like a big ring of rotating waves. It is astounding to watch and the animals watch with expressions of surprise on their faces.
They arrive in front of Ollie and form a nine dolphin pyrmid.






DOLPHINS ( SUNG IN UNISON) with ELVIS Dolphin leading.


Greetings Greetings.



Greeting from the Sea.



Praise and honor and Glory



To the King



Greetings Greetings


Our brothers on the shore.



We come to hear the news



Tell us tell us more
Tell us more of the inside information

Tell us more of the creator’s plan

Tell us more of the planned celebration

Tell us more so we can lend a hand.






OLLIE



You’ll just have to wait friends.



Not everyone is here yet and Rupert has a really important announcement.

In the distance a large herd is moving toward the meeting place.

In the lead are several Arabian horse followed by running donkey’s and camels

\






RUPERT


I think that’s everybody Ollie. (He is taking the message out of the satchel.




Anyway it it’s not it’s too bad. I’m tired of waiting. 




I’ve just got to share it.

Song

Listen up my friends

This will affect you all

Everyone’s invited to partake

A play about the savior

A contest for the best

And for the first time ever.

We’re in.
Our countless times of asking
To act and tell the tale

 to participate and be able to present
Our wishes have been granted

Our dreams are coming through

We will show them what the animals

Can do.






Theolopolis


Read it Rupert (All the sheep Baa in unison)






RUPERT



An announcement from Angel Gabriel.




This seasons Christmas Pageant Celebration

After much consideration the animals wish and desire to present their version of the

Christmas Story has been granted. In the spirit of fairness. It is a rule of this contest that all aspects of the production included sets. Music scripting and stage direction be done with no help whatsoever from humans or angels.






OLLIE



That is great news Rupert. But how are we ever going to win



If no one is able to help us. Who is going to design our sets and make our customs.






RUPERT



I don’t know Ollie. But I do know we’re in and there isn’t much time



So everyone this is break time. I’ll see you all down at the farm for our



First preproduction meeting.

EXTERIOR FARM DAY

The farm building are designed to look like a typical Midwestern farm except all the buildings are white and gold and the corn in the field is larger than anything ever seen

\

It resembles a huge petting zoo and children are everywhere playing with the rabbits, riding the miniature ponies and playing games trying to catch the goats.

In the middle of the barnyard area of the farm is an old fashioned platform with bales of hay. Rupert flies over and sits on one of the bales of hay.

At least fifty of their friends have gathered around and with the stream close by the Dolphins have been able to swim up close enough to hear.






RUPERT


Everyone please take your seat. I’ve got some really exciting news.

This year for the first time ever the animals are going to win the Christmas Pageant contest.






AUNT ALANA (Donkey Aunt)


How can you say we’re gonna win. The contest hasn’t even started.






OLLIE


Yea Rupert, You don’t want to give everyone false hope.






RUPERT


I’m not. I been watching these Christmas pageants for years.


Sure all the contestants are great. How can you top a pageant when you


Have the real characters in them. The apostles have quite an advantage using mary and Joseph. But remember this is a contest that is judged by the children and I know they are going to like us best. We’ve got to win.





OLLIE


Well we need to get down to brass tacks. Smoothfeather has taken the time to write out the assignments and volunteer lists.


Right now we are going to have some auditions.


We’ve got some important spots to fill.

So reading for the part of the three wise men from the east will be my brothers.

Esau, isa and Jeremy.






RUPERT


I still don’t know how they even got into heaven.?






AUNT ALANA


Please Rupert let them read their lines.

On to the makeshift stage Esau, Isa and Jeremy walk out. They have put on hastily assembled costumes with fancy Persian style jeweled hats.






ISA (pretending to look up.)



Golly, look at that yonder star . It seems to be over Bethlemhem



Let’s skedaddle over there and see if a new king is born. I will give him some frank incense.






ESUA (reading from a script a bit late for his cue.)



Why yes Brother Wiseman, I declare we best get long to the stable and greet the coming king. I will bring him gift of myrrh.






JEREMY



Don’t forget me wise brothers. For I am carrying gold for the king which they will surely need to buy milk for the baby and hay for the bed. Let us make hast and skedaddle. 

The brothers race off the temporary stage  clicking their heels together as they fly through the air. Everyone is laughing and cheering. The young children love them





OLLIE


They were good, you have to admit but they aren’t a shoe in. this is a big role and there are others who want to be part of it. Let me present my friends and you’re the WISE ELEPHANTs.  Hannibal, Mumumu and HERDER all walk up they have their feet on each other’s backs They look quite comical as they waddle back and forth on their hind legs and start their roaring 20’style dance number with a bit of an Arabian Nights vibe.
Song Wise Men Rule

If you think we’re cool

You’re right

If you think we’re wise

Sit tight

If you think  we’re rich

And debonair

You’re smarter than you look.

You there in that pretty gown

Looking  so so sweet.

What do you think of a dancing king

That’s light upon his feet.

(Hannibal does a twirl jumps and comes down nearly destroying the stage)

MUMUMU dances to the front a little shaken but quickly composing himself.


You there in that golden robe


With the flower’s in his air


What do you think of a Persian King


Who can really really singGGGGGGGGGGGGGGG

He holds out the note until it goes so high nearly everyone covers their ears.

HERDER steps to the front



You there with your wool so light



Were you really there that night


When we came to Bethlehem  and the stars came tumbling down.

HERDER sucks up a big barrel of water and blasts the audience with a homemade shower.

The kids go crazy.

From off stage the three donkey brother’s look on a bit disappointed.





OLLIE


We’ll it looks like by popular demand the elephants are in. Sorry brothers

You guys are going to be the prop masters and stage directors. 

His brothers shrug their shoulders.





ISA (turns to Esau and Jeremy)



We should have put more pizzazz into our performance that was really really good.

EXTERIOR FARMYARD DAY





THEOLONIUS



So everyone is coming here to watch the Christmas pageant contest.





RUPERT



Yep, We’re going to need some help with the accommodations.

Let’s prepare a royal feast. Let’s serve them all dinner with the pageant.





HANNIBAL



Dinner, you want us to get dinner ready too. What will we make them.





RUPERT



Look around you. This farm grows everything. We can get Potifer , he can sure tell us what to make.





OLLIE




I like that idea. I saw Jonathan and Rhea just a while ago. I’ll ask them to help too. We can make popcorn balls and  pomegranate punch, Egg nog and plum pudding and sugar plum from sesame seeds.




HANNIBAL



That sounds like a great idea. They will be so busy stuffing their faces that if we miss a line or two they won’t even notice.



You’re a genius Rupert. A real genius.





RUPERT

We’ll I’ll take that as a compliment especially from one of the three Wise men.

INTERIOR FARM KITCHEN DAY


POTIFER  the kindly Egyptian cook is helping the animals get the feast ready.






POTIFER

(Emptying raisins and dried fruits into a huge huge caldrom made out of shiny gold.)

We are going to need lots more fruits and lots more cream and eggs

Jonathan. Can you go have a talk with the cows and tell them to step up the production.

If we are forced to go elsewhere for our ingredients we will tip our hand.






JONATHAN

Sure Potifer. I had extra food brought to them all week. I am sure they will be able to increase their output.. Rhea and I will go check and see if they are going to be able to produce more.
EXTERIOR BARN DAY

JONATHAN and RHEA go into the fancy chicken coop there are quite a few eggs in the troughs they are huge and very golden color. Jonathan picks one up and examines it.





EMMA


We’ve been doing our best master to lay several every day. Are you needin even more.





RHEA


No no Emma, you have been champions It is just that we are planning on feeding so many people.





EMMA


That is just what we suspected. Well look around back it’s been several days since you’ve come around and we think you’ll be rather please. The Lord has blessed us all with fruitfulness.

JONATHAN steps into the storage room and a golden wheeled cart is full to the brim with eggs.





JONATHAN,


Egads, Where did these all come from.





EMMA

A chicken’s got to do what a chicken does Mr. Jonathan, Now you all make and bake the best ginger bread house you ever made.

EXTERIOR CREEK DAY

Five Dolphins are singing quite loudly and rendition of Hark the Herald Angel . They are wearing angel wings and swaying back and forth




Donkey Ruthie is leading them




RUTHIE


Alright that is very good, now I need you to raise it up a few bars, and sing like you are really angels.




APPOLO


Should we add some flying maneuvers.




RUTHIE


That would be splendid. Work some aerial maneuvers in and we’ll reherse them tomorrow. Now I’ve got to be going. The sheperds are having a very hard time and need lots of extra work.

RUTHIE travels over the hill to where the stage is being set up. The animals have labored hard and made benches for everyone to sit on.Christmas decorations are set up everywhere and  giant candy canes line all the aisle. ISA, ESAU and JEREMY are all licking the Candy Canes and look up as RUTHIE walks down the aisle.




RUTHIE


Nice job fellows, have you seen my sisters.




ISA


They are helping Rupert with the costumes for the procession. They should be behind the main stage.




RUTHIE


I wouldn’t fill up on all those sweets.If you lick off the red stripes it is not going to look much like a Candy Cane.




JEREMY

(Smiles his teeth are all red)


There’s plenty of peppermint left. We’re not going to suck out all the red. Don’t worry about it Ruthie . Lighten up remember it’s a Christmas Pageant not Lent.
EXTERIOR STAGE SETTING DAY

OLLIE is standing with Rupert and three female donkey, Ebo   …. And …..

FARMER JOHN and FARMER’ JOHN’S WIFE.




FARMER JOHN


We’re going to need some of you animals to be in our Christmas Pageant.

How are we supposed to enter this contest without animals. You don’t have a chance of winning OLLIE.




FARMER JOHN’S WIFE


Now look here JOHN. You’ve got to give these animals a try. We’ll just have to get  some people to wear animals costumes. Ollie already told you no.




OLLIE


Look Farmer John. I’ve got plenty to be grateful for.

You took care of me so many years. But you’ve won the contest every year

And you’ve taken the credit for it  all by yourself even though the animals have done a good job for you.




RUPERT


That’s right. You’ve kept the prizes all to yourself why your place is full of the awards. If you’re going to win again you’re just going to have to do so with out us. This is our turn now to show what we can do.

RUPERT”S SONG


Without the animals beside you.


To decorate the set


We will see pretty shortly


Just who is the best


This isn’t personal or business


It’s the way it’s got to be.


This Christmas Farmer John


You won’t have any sheep

You won’t have any sheep

You won’t have any cows

OLLIE ( You won’t have a donkey

To carry you around.

Your wisemen will be walking

The camels are in our cast.

So sorry Farmer John

The time has come at last.

(Alana)


I carried your Mary your baby your clothes


(MUMUMU)


I carried the wisemen I stubbed all my toes.


(Sheep)


I baaaed till my throat was so very very sore.


(All Spanish inflection)


So sorry Senior John, we won’t be there no more.


Your on your own this Christmas.


Just do the best you can


You’re on your own this Christmas time


Stand up be a man.




FARMER JOHN


(huffs off) This just isn’t fair but never mind.


We’ve got most of the original actors in our cast.


No matter what we are still going to win.


I never expected this from you Ollie.



From Rupert Yes



But not from you.

OLLIE looks troubled over at RUPERT who shrugs.




OLLIE


We’re sorry you feel that way Farmer John but everybody is excited to see our pageant. I can’t let your sore feeling spoil it. We’re going to have to get going.

INTERIOR WARDROBE SHOP DAY

A line of sheep are getting sheared by some of the youngest children.


A full production is set up turning their wool into garments for the cast.




THEOLONIUS

(Walk in among all the children trying all the sheeps costumes.)

The Sheep are standing on their hind legs helping them all.



You little sheep look fabulous.

(He says to the young children wearing the sheep costumes, there are hundreds of them each one is being primped.)




ALONDRA


Well they are doing very well. Let me show you Theolonius the shepherd’s costumes

She rolls in a big golden wardrobe closet and pushes it to the forefront opening it by it’s elaborate handle.




THEOLONIUS


You heard about Farmer John complaining today to Ollie




ALONDRA


He thinks it’s his right to win every year. He’s been winning so much I think it is going to his head like he believes it is his right.


Why even on earth people learned to take turns to help others.


Did he ever offer you a speaking role.


Would you have been Joseph in his Christmas Pageant ever.

(She starts getting the costume our and fixing up 

a big sheep who has had most of his wool shaved. The costume fits beautifully and they have left enough hair on  WOOLY’s Face to make him look like a Shepherd. She also help out WHITEY and SNOW.

>



THEOLONIUS


They look greeeeeaaaat. (He says little like Tony the Tiger)




WOOLY

Let me tell you. It feels good wearing something made our of wool rather than being covered by all the wool. I hope my coat takes a long long time to grow back.




SNOW


Just think we actually get to do a song in the field and 

These kids are playing us.




WHITEY


This is going to be the best Christmas ever

SHEEP SONG

WOOLY BULLY STYLE


This will be the best Christmas ever


This will be the year we get to rock


We will be in this all together


Just on big bushy happy flock


This is the beginning of a new day


The animals are rising up to say


We’re just as special as the human


We wouldn’t have it any other way



Sit down



Spin around



We’ve got our staffs.



We’ll make you laugh


This will be the greatest time in my life


Getting to put on a real show


You won’t even know me in this getup


It the best Christmas show.

A small crowd has gathered around to watch them rehearse.




THEOLONIUS



That’s great fellows. Look we’re still looking for a great Baby



Jesus so I’ve got to go. Ollie wants me to look at some young hopefuls.




WHITEY



You gonna use a human or an animal





THEOLONIUS



I think we’re going with an animals why.




WHITEY



I’ve got a lead on a hot possiblilty

We sheep don’t want to steal the show. But nothing is cuter than a baby animal


Check out some of the flock when you go to the meeting ask around.



See if you can get Tiny to audition. Rupert knows where he is.



THEOLONIUS



TINY




WHITEY


 Yea, You’ll see what I mean
EXTERIOR THRONE ROOM DAY

PETER, JOHN, STEPHEN and PAUL are meeting with JESUS. HE is surrounded by a wonderful group of angels. In back of him is a huge waterfall and a glistening rainbow. THE camera pulls in on  the middle of a conversation. They are all fishing sitting in a wonderful golden barge. They are pulling in a net with a variety of rainbow colored fish.




PAUL (Struggling with the net.)
Look, we’re all met Ollie. He’s definitely not the problem. He has never cause problems for anyone. At least anyone that was nice.




JOHN



It’s pretty natural for the kids to want to hang out with the animals.



It is quite likely they are going to put on a spectacular show. After all



Many of them were there when you were born in Bethlehem.

JESUS (Sorts the fish out of the net and throws them back one by one.)
Catch and release. Just sometime I like to be able to fry up a few of these little fellow. Well anyway …..The purpose of this Christmas pageant is  to give the animals a chance to tell the story. Then all the children can see it from a different viewpoint. But Farmer John is stating that they are being unfair and making it impossible for him to stage his regular show. He says none of the animals will join his cast. He’s swearing it’s a boycott.




STEPHEN

Can you blame them Lord Jesus. in all of our hearts there are actors waiting. These animals just want a change to be heard to express themselves. Paul and I are pretty good friends with  Farmer John’s sister Rebecca, let us go over and see if we can get him to calm down. It may be he is just getting spoiled with his success.

JESUS takes the net and twirls it into the air and it creates a funnel that fill with delicious fruits and cakes that fall to the deck.

JESUS begins to sing


A guess I’m expecting a miracle


Farmer John has some growing to do.


Suppose the animals really win the heart


Of the children.


Won’t that be cute.


The challenge is keeping our distant


Not interfering with the rules


The winners of the pageant


Will be treated grand


And if this year their animals


We will give them all a hand.

PETER


So your saying to stay out of the contest

To let the best of them win.


To ignore the petty comments


To stick by the rules

JOHN


Encourage competition


Tolerate no fools.

JESUS

Yes it’s Christmas in Heaven Again

The children will see it from  different perspective

So let’s let the best of them win

Let’s let the best of them win.

They finish the song and dance number and the Dolphins jump out of the water to applaud.



APPOLO


Very good Lord. That was wonderful.


We have practiced very very hard



DAHLIA (Dolphin)


We do plan on winning and when we do we’ll give all the children rides to celebrate.



JESUS


Now that’s the spirit. I would wish you luck tell you all to break a leg



APOLLO


How about shake a tail.

All the Dolphin back tail it away from the golden barge.

EXTERIOR BETHLEHEM SET DAY

FARMER JOHN is pounding a bit of the set together putting the door on the Stable set. He pounds the sign the says MANGER and it falls down

ELIZABETH is waiting below the ladder with some cool drinks.



ELIZABETH


Pomegranite juice daddy.



FARMER JOHN


Where’s that brother  JEHU and sister in law ALLONDRA of yours. I can believe he’s working for the animals, I can’t build this set without him. Rats, rats rats.

Rats, rats, rats

Those animals are rats

I worked for years to feed them

And now they pay me back.

Oh rats rats rats,

Why won’t they just come back.

Forget their quest for winning

And learn to accept their place.


Elizabeth


Daddy, daddy don’t be foolish


This is heaven and heaven is grand


You don’t have to win


Each and every time


Why cant we just give them a chance
FARMER JOHN’s WIFE


Now John don’t be so pigheaded.


Things are different that is a fact


But just do your best


It’s all you can do


And trust that the outcome is blessed.




FARMER JOHN


You all can talk about being blessed but I’m not going to feeling at all blessed if I don’t win. Winning isn’t just everything to be it’s the only thing that matters.




FARMER JOHN’s WIFE


Now John surely you can find some charity in your heart for the


Children. They’ve watched your Christmas Pageant and take on the story for years. It’s time for a change for a new persceptive. I know up here in Heaven I am not your wife anymore but I know you better than anyone else and if you don’t adjust your attitude to the animals you are going to have the worst Christmas of your life whether you win or lose.

EXTERIOR  POND/ MARSH  DAY

The marsh resembles a Louisiana Delta, huge trees with vines growing on them rhododendrons and low hanging willows. The water is a crystal blue with patches of island sticking up everywhere.

RUPERT speaking to OLLIE.




OLLIE


Where is this TINY. How come I’ve never met him before. This seems like an awful strange place for a baby lamb to live. He must really like swimming




RUPERT

Who says tiny is a  lamb. He’s just made a few friends with the lambs.

He is pretty much a loner. He stays out here by himself he says he’d only scare the children.




OLLIE

Then why are wanting him for the role of baby jesus.



RUPERT

Tiny, Tiny come on out. I brought the director with me.

The camera pans to an old old looking tree with a hole in the trunk

Out from the hole comes a small sabertooth tiger He looks prehistoric but

Closer inspection shows a very cute baby.




TINY

Hi Rupert. I’ve been sneaking around and watching the rehearsals and set building. You sure you want me to audition.




OLLIE (Mouth opened as he watches TINY walk over on paws that look much to small for walking

I’m OLLIE.




TINY


I know, everyone know who you are. I don’t come around much the flock comes over and visits me a lot but I stay away from the kids




RUPERT


That’s all changed this year TINY. This year the kids can see who you really are. Why dressed all up in swaddling clothes they’ll think you are the cutest creature ever. When this is all over you’l have so many visitors why they have to put a new roadway right down to your tree.




TINY


(His eyes light up hopefully)


You really think so Rupert.  Everyone was always afraid of me on earth, they hunted my parents my brothers and sisters I was on the only one left of my species



OLLIE


Look TINY. I think you are perfect for the part. I’ve got to admit


You do look different but all of us are. Why I was the only albino donkey in Israel when I was on earth and God chose me for a special task maybe that is why we were directed to pick you for this role. You won’t have to say any lines you are sure not going to scare any of the animals, please say you’ll do it

Please please please please say Yes

Say you’ll do the part of Jesus and give it your best

Say you’ll lay still in the manger

Say you’ll smile and  act cute
Tiny we need you to make this production work.




RUPERT



That goes for me TINY.  Whitey thought you’d be perfect.

I agree it will be different but that what heaven is all about a variety of creatures from God’s creation having the time of their lives.




TINY


Ok I’ll do it.




OLLIE


We’re having a cast meeting tomorrow. We’ll expect you at the set in the afternoon. OK




TINY


Sure Ollie, Sure Rupert. I promise you 

Exterior Cast Headquarters day

As Ollie and Rupert approach  they pass a  tree full of birds singing

The song is South African Jamacian Style and the bird are being accompanied by a group of chimps on bongos and instruments.

He’s gonna make the world

A far better place to be.

He’s gonna put a smile

On each face he sees.

He’s gonna shine a little light

And bring us peace

When the little baby grows

He’ll be the king

He’s gonna walk on water

Calm the raging sea.

He’s gonna raise the dead

And bring us to our knees

He’s gonna pay the price

For everyone to be free.

When the little baby’s grown

He’ll be our King.

During the song the camera pans on the groups of bird harmonizing and they raise the key and modulate up the scale.

Rupert is taping his foot. OLIVER the chimp band leader approaches them.




OLIVER


What do you think boss.




OLLIE


You talking to me.




OLIVER


No I’m talking to the boss Mr. Rupert.




RUPERT(Shrugs)


I’m just the casting director. Ollie’s the director.




OLIVER



Look Rupert we wouldn’t be in the show without your say so

`
correct???




OLLIE (Looks Puzzled)

Look I don’t remember that song in the script but you guys did a great job. We’ll put it in right boss. (He looks at Rupert)




OLLIE


How many more surprises you have for me RUPERT.




RUPERT


Where I am from Pageant always had variety. We animals got far more variety than the humans. They may look different but were different species we got to draw on strength of the animal kingdom

HANNIBAL and MUMUMU are loaded up with pieces of the GINGERBREAD Manger set.




HANNIBAL


Emma gave us some samples of the gingerbread in this set and I’ll tell you when we divide it up throughout the audience at the end of the show we can’t help but get first place. It’s terrific.




MUMUMU


Ollie, you need to get someone to watch Hannibal. He loves this gingerbread if someone doesn’t watch him he’s liable to eat the whole set before the pageant.

HANNIBAL

It’s true, it’s a fact

Don’t have a heart attack.

This gingerbread delicious.

It’s true that a fact.

I’ll wait till the wrap

To have another snack.

I’ll resist the temptation

To eat the entire set.




OLLIE


Well, you two come on over for the meeting as soon as you help get those set pieces arranged. We’ve got some exciting new.




RUPERT


We do.???




OLLIE


Tiny?




RUPERT


Yes you two you wouldn’t want to miss the meeting.

EXTERIOR HILLTOP DAY


FARMER JOHN is perched high in a tree, he’s looking through a gold looking glass at the animals preparations. ABNER is sitting next to him.





ABNER


Can you see anything?





FARMER JOHN


Yea, they are definitely making progress. Looks like quite a few humans are helping them out. Your own kids Jonathan and Rhea are over there. I’d like to say a thing or two to them.

CAMERA CLOSE UP

JONATHAN and RHEA decorating the gingerbread set walls.

BELOW THEM PAUL CALLS OUT.He is riding on a beautiful horse.




PAUL


Farmer John, Abner what are you two doing up there spying.




ABNER


We’re coming down Paul.




FARMER JOHN


Yea, hold your horses.  We’ll be right downnnnnnnnn
He stumbles down the tree. His looking glass falls and breaks.




PAUL


Tarnation John, you shouldn’t be spying on the animals


Why is winning so important to you. There are other ways to win.




ABNER


He only knows one way to win the old fashioned way.




PAUL


Well you can win by helping other’s out. You still got your old set pieces from ages ago when you first started the pageant.




FARMER JOHN (Looks embarrassed)


Yes, I’ve got them in my barn behind my place why??/




PAUL


Why don’t you share instead of spying.

Take the chip off your shoulder.

Take the frown from your face.

Take the time just to reach out./

Put yourself in their place.

They’re struggling for your acceptance.
They’re trying hard just to please

Why don’t you give them a hand up

Take a moment do a good deed.

A good deed, 

It will cheer you up immensely

A good deed.

Will change your point of view.

A good deed 

Will warm your heart intensely

A good deed.

Is just what they deserve.




ABNER


That’s more than just a good idea. Farmer John.


You’ve got to admit you’ve been pretty miserable lately.




FARMER JOHN


Thanks for the song Paul. I will think about it. You are right

I have been so concentrated on winning being everything that


I have totally forgotten the Golden Rule. Do unto others as you



Wish them to do unto you.




PAUL


There is nothing wrong with wanting to be competitive John


Everyone want to be a winner. You have just got to ask yourself


What is the price you want to pay for winning

CUT TO: MEETING

EXTERIOR FIELD DAY




OLLIE


There is a lot of struggling for position going on with our teams.


We are supposed to be working together. How many times has the script been rewritten so folks can get more lines during the pageant.


Friends we are losing sight of the vision.We are not here to bring glory to ourselves but to bring glory to our creator. We are not hear to shine the spotlight on our skills but on the life of the one who brought redemption to the world. Now I have some good new.


After much consideration we picked the animal for the role of  baby Jesus

The camera pans to the flock of sheep and lambs looking on.




TINY the saber tooth lion.

 a small saber tooth lion waddles back and forth swinging from the bundle of clothes
MUMUMU holds a bundle of swaddling clothes in his trunk and puts it on stage. The figure inside the clothes struggles and struggles and finally breaks free. His tooth is snagged on the cloth.
The animals all cheer and clap

I

